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Welcome to the six-

teenth issue of THE 

BLETHER.  

The August issue in-
cludes news from the 
Island of Hoy Develop-
ment Trust and in par-
ticular the community 
bus, dancing update and 
Heritage Matters. 

See the ‘Dates for Dia-
ries’ and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

As always, a huge 
Thank You to all of 
the contributors to 
the sixteenth issue 
and for the use of 
their photographs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 
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Financial support for the Community Bus service from The 

Big Lottery Fund comes to an end on Dec 31
st

 2014.  

  

A community decision is now needed as to whether the bus 

service continues beyond this date and, if so, what form it 

should take. 

 

Read more inside! 



Over the last year, the bus service has run to a set 

route and timetable – mainly operating between 

Longhope and Lyness. During weekdays, it meets the 

majority of the Hoy Head ferry sailings, whilst on Sat-

urday it operates a more restricted service. In addi-

tion, on Wednesdays and Sundays a limited service 

runs to and from the north end of the island. 

 

With few exceptions, the bus has maintained a regu-

lar unbroken service through winter and summer. 

Over the last 13 months of service, a little over 7,000 

individual journeys have been made by both resi-

dents and visitors alike, with ticket sales generating a 

total income of £9,245 by the end of July this year.  

 

Daily records of passenger numbers have revealed 

some interesting facts. With few exceptions, there 

appears to be no clear pattern in the bus usage - i.e. 

no scheduled journeys or specific days when the bus 

is not used. Records also reveal a significant propor-

tion of all those journeys (approx 60%) are made by 

those entitled to concessionary fares  (mostly resi-

dents). Whilst the latter is excellent news in terms of 

the IoHDT’s stated outcomes for Community Trans-

port, it is not such good news in terms of income 

generation, since we can only claim 58% of a full fare 

from Transport Scotland for each concession passen-

ger journey (this was 60% until April this year). 

 

The bus service as currently provided is not cheap to 

run. Ticket sales at current usage do not come close 

to covering the combined costs of driver’s salaries, 

fuel (even though buses run on green hybrid tech-

nology), statutory maintenance, repairs, training, 

insurance and road tax. As a result, there is currently 

a predicted significant operating shortfall between 

income and outgoings. This means that the service 

as currently offered will need to find further funds in 

order to continue, or scale down its operations to a 

more limited and less regular service. 
 

As a registered Community Transport Operator, we 

are eligible to apply for the Bus Services Operators 

Grant from Transport Scotland. This provides a fixed 

sum rebate for every mile travelled over the official 

registered bus route for those running under Section 

19 and 22 permits (currently we’re operating under 

the latter). There are two rates available, depending 

on whether the buses are classed as standard or Low 

Carbon vehicles (LCV). We are currently in negotia-

tion with Transport Scotland over whether our Ford 

minibuses fitted with Hybrid Technology technically 

classify as LCVs. This decision will make a significant 

difference to the amount we receive as a grant - the 

difference being either 14 pence or 28 pence per 

mile. 

 

A further opportunity to generate additional income 

to help support the ongoing operating costs, has 

been our tender for a Local Bus Route for Hoy – part 

of Orkney Islands Council’s wider remit to support 

bus routes across the whole of Orkney. If successful, 

this funding from OIC will ensure one full day’s oper-

ating costs from the current timetable will be fully 

met. We will know the decision regarding this tender 

from OIC by late October 2014. 

 

Additional possibilities also exist to expand the use 

of the bus by visitors and tourists. New timetables 

for the scheduled service will highlight and promote 

principal sites and tourist destinations on the island 

that could be visited by catching the bus. In addition, 

usage of the two buses could be further increased by 

the re-introduction of a “Hoy-Hopper” type service, 

which ran during the summer season several years 

ago. This could be linked, integrated and promoted 

with public transport services on the mainland. Pos-

sible pump-priming grants for such an initiative are 

available from Transport Scotland’s Bus investment 

fund and The Garfield Weston Foundation. 
 

So, if you use the bus and have views on its previous 

operations and importantly suggestions about its 

future, please make those views known to us in the 

next few weeks and come along to the public meet-

ing to be held at the Y.M. on the evening of Thurs-

day 4th September (from 20.00).  The meeting will 

begin with a short presentation showing some of the 

facts and figures regarding previous usage and fund-

ing and a number of financial models will be pre-

sented as possible ways forward for discussion and 

eventual community approval. 

 

Please send your views to us in advance and come 

along and show your support at the meeting. It’s up 

to you if and how the Community Bus Service has a 

sustainable future. 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust (Community Trans-

port Subgroup) 

PLANNING THE FUTURE OF THE COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE 
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KIRK SALE 

The Kirk Sale of Work, or now more often shortened to the Kirk Sale, was opened by Rev. Martin 

Prentice, who in his opening speech  told us that he’d been a bit apprehensive when asked to come 

with his wife as he’d heard that wives had been known to sell their husbands at sales .............   Closing 

his humorous speech he declared the sale open and on doing 

so he was presented with a small gift of

 thanks by Georgia.  There was a grand 

                                                                                                                            display of goods for sale on the  

                                                                                                                             stalls and the opportunity also  

for everyone to show their skill 

at the various games on 

offer -   

and many did. The night was

rounded off with teas and

announcing the winners of

the games and raffle.     

The provisional amount 

                                                                                                                                                    raised is £1,000.               

                                                                                                                                Many thanks go 

to all of you who contributed 

                                                                                                                                 items for sale and all those  

                                                                                                                           who came on Friday to buy. 

Thanks also go to all those who 

                                                                                                     helped on the night. 

                                                                                             The WATERCOLOUR      

The results of the silent auction will 

                                                                                                        be announced on Fri 15
th

 August. 

                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

K IRK NEWS 

Future Events 

 

Lunch at Kirkside, Thursday 4th September, 12 - 1.30pm. 

Bingo: fundraising for Malawi on Saturday 27th September at 8pm 

 Jean Gillespie 

 



SCOTTISH REFERENDUM 
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Much has been made recently of the 

farming community and women vot-

ers.  Quite rightly, too.  Both groups 

tend to be savvy and careful.  Locally 

there is significant crossover be-

tween the two. Recently, six former 

Presidents and nine former Vice 

Presidents of NFU Scotland and the former Chair of Scot-

tish Quality Meat Scotland have added their voices to the 

positive case for retaining the UK.  No wonder people are 

sceptical about the empty promises being thrust around by 

the ‘yes’ campaign. 

 

The trouble is that what they're offering is ill-prepared and 

can't or won't be explained. They want to use ‘the’ pound 

in a currency union, which is clearly not independence but 

the very opposite.  Or ‘another’ pound, which would not 

be favoured in global trading terms. They want to be cov-

ered by NATO, depending on the UK's defence, and they 

want to use the UK's embassies around the globe. They 

want to keep so much of what the UK provides that I'm 

surprised they're calling it independence at all. 

 

The Scotland Act 2012 legislates for more responsibility to 

be taken in Scotland and I'm all for that. I'm all for the re-

gions of England as well as us, Wales and Northern Ireland 

taking more responsibility for what goes on nearer our 

own doorsteps. The recent island-proofing agreement has 

taken massive steps in that very direction. I'm also all for 

the union which provides the whole country with the econ-

omy of scale and volume of population to contend with 

the vagaries of the modern world. 

 

I especially don't believe that anybody in this country 

should be 'left behind'. If that means Scotland can help to 

support our countrymen during certain periods, I believe 

that’s just and proper. The Scottish government's own fig-

ures show that - even including the revenue from North 

Sea oil - Scotland has been in deficit for decades. So if the 

rest of the UK can help to support Scotland in periods such 

as that, I believe that’s just and proper too. 

 

It is in the best interests of Scotland and the people living 

here to vote NO to separation." 

 

Cameron Stout 

 

Are we ‘Better Together’ or should we say ‘YES’ to Scottish Independence? 

The Blether contacted two people, one on either side of the Scottish Referendum campaign and 

asked them to consider specific issues they thought might impact on the folk of Hoy and Walls in 

350 words. Below are their responses.  

My concern is with the NHS. After 

a scare last year and the treatment 

I received, I'm grateful to the ser-

vice; although not perfect it's con-

siderably better than in south. This 

Devolved issue is under threat be-

cause Scotland's funding is calcu-

lated as a percentage of that spent 

in England. Ongoing Privatisation releases Westminster 

from responsibility and thereby reduces the money Scot-

land receives. We on this island have fought long and 

hard against a reasonably sympathetic NHSO for our 

local services. Imagine fighting a commercial operation. 
 

In 1905 Norway, a country whose Constitution Day we 

celebrate annually in Orkney, became Independent from 

Sweden. It never stopped being part of Scandinavia; it 

can't, that's geography. Despite one country being in the 

EU while the other is not, there is no physical border 

between Norway and Sweden. They continue to trade, 

work together, intermarry and enjoy sporting rivalry 

without any problem. In the same way Scotland will al-

ways be part of Britain. What we will not be in an Inde-

pendent Scotland, is ruled by Westminster. We will free 

ourselves from a system that is elitist, wasteful, morally 

corrupt and stuck in a time warp where politicians fanta-

size that a quarter of the Globe is still shaded red. We 

will have a constitution to ensure that those we vote for 

in our considerably more democratic system, 'represent' 

us rather than 'rule' us. We will be protected by that 

constitution from being dragged into illegal wars which 

are expensive in human life and resources and make the 

world a more dangerous place by fostering hatred and 

terrorism. 
 

There are more reasons for Independence I can only 

touch on here; space is limited.  

Trident, 40 miles from Scotland's biggest city. Welfare 

reform that targets the disabled. Inequality, the highest 

in the developed world. The misuse of Scotland's energy 

resources. Independent Scotland will no longer fund 

archaic, unelected institutions, MPs expense accounts, 

or greedy, inefficient financiers at the expense of ordi-

nary people. Instead we'll continue to put money into 

free further education and health care. 
 

I'll happily answer ANY questions anyone has regarding 

Independence and it's implications.  

 

Lindsay Hall 



It was an excellent day, the weather was fine 

and plenty of folk came to support us. The com-

bined exercise with the Hoy Coastguards, SAR 

Coastguard Helicopter and Longhope Lifeboat 

was successfully performed and provided an 

exciting event for the spectators. 

 

Once the helicopter had finished hoisting up 

daring volunteers the lifeboat crew then demon-

strated a man overboard exercise with volunteer 

crew member Max in the sea. He was quickly 

recovered in a very smooth rescue but it was 

not long before he was back in the sea! This 

time it was to demonstrate the use of a 

Breeches Buoy. With ropes and a flotation de-

vice people are rescued, one at a time, from 

vessels in trouble, or from other locations and 

hauled to safety. With Matthew in the Y-boat the 

device was set up in the harbour basin. Max 

was successfully rescued once again and 

hauled back to the lifeboat by his fellow crew 

members.  

 

With the demonstration over folk filled the sta-

tion to enjoy the lovely Cream Teas provided by 

the Longhope Lifeboat Guild. There were deli-

cious cakes and home bakes galore and over 

100 folk came to enjoy them and have a go at 

the raffle and lucky numbers. A staggering total 

of £829.56 was raised and we would like to 

thank the very generous folk who came and 

supported us. Your generosity will all go to help 

save those who are in trouble at sea. Thank 

you.  

 

Text and photos by Mary Harris 

Residents of Orkney’s isles communities are being reminded to take part in the survey of the 

county’s internal ferry services which closes on September 3. 

Results from the survey will feed into ongoing work to analyse the current ferry provision and the 

mix of air and ferry services for the isles. 

The survey is open to residents from the outer north isles, south isles and inner isles. 

Respondees go into a prize draw for a £100 voucher for a local retailer of their choice. 

Vice Chair of the Council’s Development and Infrastructure Committee and North Isles Councillor, 

Graham Sinclair, said: “Survey results will help shape the future development of internal air and 

ferry services. I’d urge isle’s residents to ensure they have taken part.” 

Surveys can be completed online at http://www.orkney.gov.uk/ (direct link to survey - 

expires Sept 3 2014 ). 

Paper copies are available on board the Orkney Ferries vessels Earl Thorfinn, Earl Sigurd, and 

Varagen, and at the Loganair inter-island check-in desk at Kirkwall airport. 

To find out more or to request a copy of the survey, contact the Council’s transport team by 

emailtransport@orkney.gov.uk or tel 01856 873535  

LONGHOPE L IFEBOAT OPEN DAY AND CREAM TEAS SUNDAY 6TH JULY 

OIC INTERNAL FERRY SERVICES SURVEY 
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DANCING NEWS 
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Scapa Flow Visitor Centre & Museum was 

recently chosen from sites across Scotland 

to host the launch of an extensively illus-

trated new book, Scotland’s First World 

War.  Written by Kevin Munro and 

launched by Fiona Hyslop, Cabinet Secre-

tary for Culture and External Affairs, the 

book explores the physical legacy of the 

war in Scotland. 

 

The book is based on detailed research 

commissioned by Historic Scotland and 

RCAHMS, and features a wide range of 

outstanding archive images of military 

bases, personnel and equipment, includ-

ing a number of images of Scapa Flow. 

BOOK LAUNCH AT SCAPA FLOW V ISITOR CENTRE & MUSEUM 

As I write this the shows are almost over,  the 
Montbretia is in bloom and it is raining again!  
To me it is time to look towards our ‘winter’ 
activities and reflect on summer….. 
 
The 2014 summer Reels and Jigs in Hoy Kirk 
has not worked out as planned which is dis-
appointing. The first session in May was can-
celled due to the MV Graemsay having tech-
nical problems but we  had a brilliant evening 
at the end of June when many dancers from 
the Mainland joined us for a fun evening of 
mostly set dances. Unfortunately the last 
session planned for the 22nd August has had 
to be cancelled due to family commitments!  
I’ll try again next year!   
 
I was asked to teach the young Swiss group 
who were in the Hoy Outdoor Centre in July 
some Scottish Ceilidh Dancing.  There were 
10 teenage children between the ages of 13 
and 15 years old and 5 adult leaders. The 
language barrier was no problem and in no 
time they had mastered Strip the Willow, Vir-
ginia Reel, Dashing White Sergeant etc.  
They hosted an evening in the Hoy Kirk to 
show what their group was all about and 
what they had achieved in their time on Hoy 

and this included a Swiss supper of bread, 
cheese, meats, biscuits and of course - 
CHOCOLATE!  Their dancing skills were 
showcased during the mini Ceilidh with the 
children politely asking the locals up to 
dance.  What a cracking evening it was!    
 
The 2014/15 session of dancing begins on 
Monday 1st September then every following 
Monday until the end of April except for 8th, 
15th, 22nd and 29th December.  Dancing be-
gins at 8pm and finishes at 10pm. Cost £2 
per adult and £1 per child which includes a 
cuppa at half time.  
 
In April 2015 we will host the 10th Hoy Fringe 
Event which is in the planning already.  
Jessie is coming again and the Kirkjuvagr 
Ceilidh Band is booked. More details nearer 
the time.  
 
Fundraising Bingo: Sunday afternoons 2 - 
4.30pm on 7th September, 19th October, 23rd 
November and 1st February.   
 
 
Mabel J Besant 
791 359 

Priced £11.99, the book is on sale at the 

museum and in all good bookshops. 



Longhope Sailing Club’s annual regatta on the 12th 

July marked the 81st anniversary of the club, and 

despite early morning fog and light winds, brought 

yet another brilliant sailing day at Longhope. 

 

Thanks to the efforts of Stromness Sailing Club and 

Orkney Yole Association members, it was great to 

see 28 boats sailing. After an absence of a few years 

it was also pleasing to see five yachts from Orkney 

Sailing Club. 

 

As is usual at Longhope, the course sailed by din-

ghys was the figure of eight course with beats from 

Jock Greys to the Wyng, and then again Muirs to 

Ethel’s Buoy. Unfortunately the wind direction made 

these beats less challenging than previous years. Just 

to add a little local spice there was a pleasant ebb 

tide over the start line at Longhope pier. Yachts 

sailed a longer course from Longhope pier to Hack-

ness, then around the navigation buoy at Crockness, 

back to Hackness buoy and finish.  

 

Longhope also saw the introduction of flag starts, as 

is common with all sailing worldwide and familiar to 

all involved with the Snipe championships of 2013. 

 

The southerly wind, which gradually freshened as 

LONGHOPE REGATTA 
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LADIES DARTS CHALLENGE 

On Saturday 21st June, the Ladies Darts 
Challenge took place at the Royal with 14 
ladies taking part. 

Congratulations to Peggy who was the 
winner of the Challenge Cup for the sec-
ond year running and to Cassie who was 
the runner up. 

 

Well done ladies! 
 

the day went on, brought fast racing and an early 

finish to racing and the opportunity to retire to the 

Yacht club for a traditional Orcadian buffet; mince 

and tatties, followed by much apres sailing! 

 

The stand out sail performances of the day where 

Lee Thomson in Skeiron, John Hinkley in New 

Dawn and Ally Kirkpatrick with his young crew in 

Lily. The most poignant win was Malcolm Tiplers 

win of the Fred Johnston cup for first snipe in the 

Allcomers Race. This year saw the passing  of Fred 

Johnston’s son, also Fred, who is sadly missed by 

many in Orkneys sailing community. 

 

Among the local sailors, I must mention Robbie Gil-

lespie for his help in looking after the local cups un-

til the next regatta and to the Topper sailors, Callum 

Heddle, Joe Sinclair and Ruairidh White. Well done! 

Lastly a big thank you to all competitors, helpers and 

locals, too numerous to mention, who have contrib-

uted over the past 81 years to keeping Longhope 

Sailing Club going. Thank you. We look forward to 

seeing you all at the 82nd anniversary regatta in 

2015. 

 

 

Angus Budge 

Commodore Longhope Sailing Club. 



 ORKNEY MUSEUM SURVEY 
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A force to be reckoned with, older adults, will be 
celebrating national and international Day of 
Older People on 1st October 2014. If you are 55+ 
and want to meet with your peers to share your 
experience and to learn few useful tips about 
growing older in Orkney, you are kindly invited 
to join us at the Full of Life Orkney Festi-
val. We, Age Concern Orkney, Age Scotland 
and Connecting Communities Project – Volun-
tary Action Orkney (VAO), will be there from 
10am (the official start is at 11am) till 2.30pm 
and we will have a delicious lunch prepared by 
young folk from the Connect Project 
 
There will be a line-up of interesting speakers 
including Age Scotland and Orkney Health & 
Care and time to do practical sessions: like 
strength and balance exercises, Thai chi, or to 
discuss such issues as healthy eating, planning 
for the future, and lots more! 
 
This event is made possible thanks to the Con-
necting Communities Project (funded by the 
Change Fund), Age Concern Orkney and sup-
ported by Age Scotland, Scottish Health Coun-
cil, Orkney Isles Preserves and the Barony Mill. 
 

FULL OF L IFE ORKNEY FESTIVAL 

Orkney Museum has recently 
launched a new project that will 
pilot the redesign of the interpre-
tation and display in the Neolithic 
galleries. Orkney Islands Council 
would like to gather feedback from 
locals and visitors on the current 
display of its world-renowned ar-

chaeological artefacts and discover what they would 
like to see being developed. 
 
It has been 30 years since the Orkney Museum’s gal-
leries were last updated. Since then Archaeological 
excavations and research have led to significant 
changes in understanding about Neolithic Orkney, 
launching Orkney onto the world stage of Archaeologi-
cal discovery. 
 
Jenn Allison is the Museum’s recently-appointed Ar-
chaeology Project Officer. She said: “We want exhibits 
to be able to reflect the amazing developments and 
discoveries to date, and to enable to up-date stories 
well into the future, in a way that really engages our 
visitors. 
 
“We would really like to know what local people think 
of the current Neolithic Archaeology galleries at the 

Museum and what they’d like to see included as part 
of the improvements.” 
 
From the end of August and throughout Septem-
ber, Jenn will be conducting market research surveys 
to gather the thoughts and opinions of local people 
and visitors, including an online survey. 
 
As part of this, she will be travelling with the Orkney 
Islands Council Library van service as well as conduct-
ing interviews in Kirkwall and Stromness town centres 
in coming weeks. She also hopes to hold several focus 
groups to discuss in greater detail the potential devel-
opments of the new Neolithic galleries with local peo-
ple who have a keen interest. 
 
The online survey is available on the Council home-
page www.orkney.gov.uk, along with details of the 
dates and locations of Jenn’s interview sessions  in the 
isles and in Kirkwall and Stromness. 
 
To get hold of a paper copy of the survey, or to register 
your interest in taking part in a focus group, contact 
Jenn at the Council on  01856 873535, extension 2522 
or email jennifer.allison@orkney.gov.uk.  

If you are thinking about coming, please register as soon as 
possible by: 
 
Going online at the Growing Older in Orkney website 
www.goio.co.uk  (Full of Life) 
 
or by phoning Kasha on 872897 or Caron on 872438. 
 
We really look forward to seeing you all there on 

1st October! 



the ships of the combined allied Fleets, transporting person-
nel and equip-
ment to and 
from the ships 
and the shore. 
Each warship at 
anchor in Scapa 
Flow was allo-
cated a drifter 
upon arrival and 
so it was neces-
sary for there to be a large pool of vessels available for this 
vital purpose. By September 1944 there were 191 vessels 
and over 1500 personnel serving under HMS Pleiades on 
the drifters at Scapa. 
 
Unsurprisingly, the wear and tear of daily service plus the 
regular damage inflicted during docking collisions with 
warships and piers took its toll on the vessels of the drifter 
pool. It was therefore considered a great improvement 
when a custom designed drifter repair slipway was finally 
completed on the shore of Ore Bay in September 1944. 
The slipway, built by the Royal Marine Engineers, allowed 
for the quick repair & refit of up to 3 drifters at a time. 
Steam drifters could be refitted in 14 days at the Lyness 
slipway which saved considerable delays previously in-
curred from sending vessels to ports in the Moray Firth. 
The slipway can still be seen today off Beach Road, to the 
immediate north east of the concrete West Pier at Lyness. 

With the allied invasion of Nazi occupied Europe in June 
1944, much of Britain’s war production focused on sup-
porting military operations on the continent. It is perhaps 
surprising to learn therefore that significant levels of man-
power continued to be expended in constructing military 
buildings and infrastructure in the UK. At the Home Fleet 
anchorage of Scapa Flow, the Lyness Naval Base continued 
to expand with construction continuing apace. Indeed with 
the steady increases in base personnel HMS Proserpine, the 
administrative ‘parent ship’, struggled to cope and in 1943 
divided into three ‘ships’. 
 
One of the ‘ships’ to be commissioned was HMS Pleiades, 
otherwise known as the Drifter Office. At the outset of the 
war hundreds of small steam & motor driven fishing vessels 
& pleasure craft were pressed into service by the Royal 
Navy across the UK. At Scapa, these vessels operated an 
inter-island ferry service and performed a support role for 

ages represent some of the earliest aerial photo-
graphic coverage of Hoy. The photos are all digi-
tal at the moment but I plan to get hard copies 
produced in the next month which will be made 
available at the IoHDT Office in Longhope for 
anyone to consult. So if you’re interested in in-
vestigating the wartime archaeological landscape 
or just curious to see what the area near your 
house looked like in the 1940’s then keep your 
eyes peeled for the posters announcing the avail-
ability of the images for viewing. If you can’t wait 
that long then you can always get in touch with 

It’s hard to believe that we are now into August 
and there is only the remainder of this month and 
September left of my one year post as Wartime 
Heritage Officer for Hoy.  With so much happen-
ing and so many different elements to pull to-
gether it is amazing how the time has just flown 
by. 
 
During July I decided to stretch my legs and pay 
another visit to the National Collection of Aerial 
Photographs (NCAP) in Edinburgh. I consulted 
the collection back in March last year and found 
the images really useful for identifying the remains 
of wartime sites on Hoy but frustratingly I didn’t 
have the funds to purchase copies to take away and 
share with members of the Hoy & Walls commu-
nity.  The grant awarded to the Wartime Heritage 
Project by the Heritage Lottery Fund earlier this 
year changed things however and I am excited to 
announce that when I returned to NCAP in July I 
was able to purchase copies of 50 aerial photo-
graphs dating between 1946 and 1949. These im-

HERITAGE MATTERS :  

70 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH 
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Gavin Lindsay 

The National Archives, ref. ADM116/5790 

3D Visualisation of Lyness & Fara using a Luftwaffe Aerial 



Event at Scapa Flow Visitor Centre 

& Museum 
 

In September 2014 Orkney Library & Shet-

land Library are joining forces with Ann 

Cleeves and Shetland Arts for 24 Is-

lands/24 Hours, a unique series of events 

celebrating reading, writing and libraries. 

24 Islands/24 Hours will run from 3pm 

Thursday 11th September to 3pm Friday 

12th September and over this period there 

will be events on 24 islands in Orkney and 

Shetland. 

 

Authors and a wealth of local writers, poets 

and storytellers will be travelling by air, sea 

and road to entertain the islanders in a 24 

hour race against the clock. Angus Kon-

stam, author of a number of history books 

about the world wars and Scapa Flow, in-

cluding "Scapa Flow: The defences of Brit-

ain's great fleet anchorage 1914-45, will be 

appearing at the Scapa Flow Visitor Centre 

and Museum, Lyness, at 3pm on Thursday 

11 September, to read from and discuss 

some of his work. 

 

ALL WELCOME 

 

24 ISLANDS/24 HOURS 
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GABLE END F ILM SOCIETY :  AUTUMN PROGRAMME 

As The Blether goes to press we're not quite ready with a confirmed programme of bookings for 
specific dates. For this season's selection we have more films than ever before to choose from, 
the list being enhanced by a British Film Institute initiative to encourage interest in film. Unfortu-
nately we still have only a limited number of slots available, but the lists have been circulated to 
film society members and the selection committee. 

The most asked-for film in their responses is Jimmy's Hall, which Ken Loach says is his swan song 
feature film, closely followed by Kiss the Water, the beautiful documentary about Megan Boyd, 
the legendary maker of salmon flies at Brora, the powerful drama Calvary, with Brendan Gleeson 
as a priest in rural Ireland facing an assassination threat, and The Great Beauty, a wonderfully 
colourful tale of disenchantment set in Rome. Rome features again in a historic option, Rome: 
Open City, the neo-realist classic actually filmed in the city's streets as the fascist regime and Nazi 
occupation were on the retreat; and then from latest international hits there's Boyhood, We Are 
the Best!, Belle and The Lunchbox among others.  

We won't have room for them all, but I hope that some we can't squeeze in now will continue to 
be available in 2015. However, that should give an idea of how the programme will look. 

Watch for notices and e-mail notifications to see what's coming when.   - Peter Ford   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 Islands/24 hours        24 Islands/24 hours        24 Islands/24 hours        24 Islands/24 hours        

Scapa FlowScapa FlowScapa FlowScapa Flow    

withwithwithwith    
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konstamkonstamkonstamkonstam    

Scapa Flow Visitor CentreScapa Flow Visitor CentreScapa Flow Visitor CentreScapa Flow Visitor Centre    

LynessLynessLynessLyness    

3pm thursday 3pm thursday 3pm thursday 3pm thursday     

11111111thththth September September September September    
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AUGUST 

Fri 29 FILM: THE BOOK THIEF (Cert. 12A) 

 The film of the best selling book. A wartime story told from ‘the other side’: Set in a small 

German town in a German working class family where the war and Nazism are facts of life 

over which the ordinary people have no control. A young foster child discovers the meaning 

of life through her obsession with books and reading (including ones rescued from Nazi bon-

fires).    

SEPTEMBER 

Wed 3 LECTURE: SALMON COBLES OF THE MORAY FIRTH 

 In association with Orkney Science Festival 
Fri 12  FILM: To be announced 

Fri 19    MUSIC: BLUES FESTIVAL PERFORMANCE - details to follow 

Sun 28 FILM: BILLY’S NIGHT OOT 

 Annual archive film night 

OCTOBER 

Sat 4 MUSIC: HIMMERLAND 

Himmerland is a group of five traveling musicians, each carrying very different life stories 

and traditions in their rucksacks. They come from three regions of Denmark - Bornholm (an 

island in the Baltic Sea), Copenhagen, and Northern Jutland - and from Poland and Ghana, in 

West Africa. They compose their own music and infuse it with all the different traditions that 

run in our blood.   

TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16S £1; LICENCED BAR; DOORS OPEN 7pm 

Fri 10 FILM: To be announced 

Tue 21 DRAMA: THE LIFE AND NEARLY DEATH OF RILEY 

The storyteller, Ismael Velasco, presents us with a prisoner and a boy, Riley. From comedic 

beginnings, a story of transformation unfolds, culminating in an intense episode, told without 

words but through physical movement and sounds. A powerful multimedia one man play inte-

grating comedy, storytelling and physical theatre with giant, immersive animation and music: 

http://vimeo.com/85233845 (short video taster of the performance). 

Fri 24  FILM: To be announced 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 8  FILM: To be announced 

Sat 15  DRAMA: OH! WHAT A LOVELY WAR 

  performed by The St Magnus Players 

A satire on World War I (and by extension against war in general) the title is derived from 

the music hall song "Oh! It's a Lovely War," which is one of the major numbers in the show. 

Brought to us by the St Magnus Players, at 20 cast and crew one of largest companies yet to 

perform at the Gable End, the performance features music and drama against an imaginative 

video backdrop. 

TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16S £1; LICENCED BAR; DOORS OPEN 7pm 

Fri 21  MUSIC: NAE PLANS 

Pianist/vocalist Hamish Napier (Back of The Moon, Man’s Ruin) and fiddler Adam Sutherland

(Treacherous Orchestra, Session A9, Croft No. 5) join forces in a new and exciting album pro-

ject called ‘Nae Plans‘. Chaos, raw energy, outrageous risk-taking, delight, joy, aching 

poignancy and humour – all in abundance in a series of enthralling performances. 

TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16S £1; LICENCED BAR; DOORS OPEN 7pm 

Fri 28  FILM: To be announced 

 

If you would like to join the mailing list, please email gable.end.theatre@gmail.com. Details of all our events 

are posted on the IoHDT Events Calendar, and advertised on our Facebook page. 



Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10.30 am  17.45-19.15 pm 

Tuesday 14.00-15.30 pm 

Wednesday 13.00-14.30 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10.30 am 

Friday 9-10.30 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 17.45-19.15 pm every week. 

 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy from 10-11 am. 

 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 5 working days notice for repeat prescrip-

tions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

NOTICEBOARD 
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GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COM-
MUNITY COUNCIL 

 
All meetings are open to the general 
public, and held at North Walls Com-
munity School, except where noted 

meeting dates for 2014 are:- 

 

Friday 22 August 6:45 pm - General 
meeting (in Graemsay) 

 

Friday 14 November 6:45 pm - General 
meeting  

Hoy Centre  

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wifi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-
formation in the area 

 

When you've tried the free Wifi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

 

Sharon’s Thought for the day 

If you can’t find peace within yourself  

You will not find it anywhere else 

The 2014/15 session of dancing begins 
on Monday 1st September then every fol-
lowing Monday until the end of April ex-
cept for 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th December.   
 
Dancing begins at 8pm and finishes at 
10pm. Cost £2 per adult and £1 per child 
which includes a cuppa at half time.  



LONGHOPE LIFEBOAT GUILD 
 
 

GENERAL MEETING 27TH AUGUST 8 PM AT THE 
LIFEBOAT SHED 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
 

FRIDAY 7TH NOVEMBER 
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DATES FOR D IARIES/NOTICEBOARD 

 

An evening of Astronomy at the Hoy 
Kirk in association with the Orkney 

International Science festival 
 

Listen to astronomers Callum Potter on the 
stars of the constellation Cygnus and 
Maarten de Vries on exploring the Solar 
System – plus stargazing (weather permit-
ting), and soup and bannocks to start the 
evening. Admission free. 
 

 
 
Friday evening ferry from 
Stromness 5.45 pm, back 
from Moaness in Hoy 10 
pm, details from Orkney 
Ferries 01856 872044. 

Surplus equipment from the  

Gable End Theatre 

Mitshubishi LCD projector SL25U. A powerful 

colour projector able to project a clear picture 

at 10 m distance, the image will then be 

about 4m x 3m. Comes with remote control 

and users hand book. 

 

A spare bulb for the projector (worth 

£350.00). 

 

Two Sum Vision HD DVD players with re-

motes. 

 

Film screen Draper Luma 2   3.74 m x 2.5 m 

Spring loaded screen that can be rolled back 

into its housing. 

 

14 leatherette seats originally from old Phoe-

nix Cinema (front rows). Cast iron sides. 

These seats are just a bit narrower than the 

seats currently used at the theatre. 

 

Enquiries and offers for donations for above 

items contact Jan Witkamp at 701300 or 

jhwitkamp@gmail.com 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS CARE 
 
Mowing and strimming 
Weed control 
Pruning and trimming 
Clearing & tidying. 
Paths and flagging etc 
 
No job too large or small, one off pro-
jects, or regular maintenance. 
 
30 years experience,  
fully insured. 
 
Call Gary on 701789 
Wateringhouse 

Hoy Centre Committee 

General Meeting 

Hoy Centre 

Friday 29th August 

7 pm to 9 pm 

Longhope Mini Triathlon will be held 
on Saturday 6 September.  
 
Longhope Lifeboat Guild will be pro-
viding soup & sandwiches for sale at 
the event. 



 

June 

 

Total rainfall 42.3mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 

7.8mm on 2nd. 

Highest max. temp. 19.4c on 2nd and 9th. 

Lowest max. temp. 13.0c on 28th. 

Ave. max. temp. 15.42c 

Lowest min. temp. 4.0c on 30th. 

Highest min. temp. 12.3c on 23rd. 

Ave. min. temp. 10.17c 

Ave. temp. for June 12.79c. 

 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue  (October) must be submitted by 5th  October 2014 

THE BLETHER  
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WEATHER ROUND UP FOR JUNE AND JULY 2014 

Date: 15th October 2014 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust Meeting 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or questions, please contact Debs 

prior to the meeting 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 

July 

 

Total rainfall 61.7mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 11.5mm on 26th. 

Highest max. temp. 26.6c on 24th. 

This is the second highest max. temp. that Jeff has 

recorded. 

Lowest max. temp. 14.4c 30th. 

Ave. max. temp. 18.52c 

Lowest min. temp. 7.0c on 4th. 

Highest min. temp. 14.8c 24th. 

Ave. min. temp. 11.13c 

Ave. temp. for July 14.82c 

 


